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EU-project (Life Long Learning 

programme)

• On-Line Reading & Writing Laboratory 

for Czech, German, Italian and Slovenian

• partners: 

– Universities of Udine (Italy), Klagenfurt

(Austria), Ljubljana (Slovenia), Prague

(Czech Republic) and Pedagogical univ. 

Freiburg (Germany)

– secondary schools in the Czech Republic, 

Italy, Slovenia
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1. On-line Writing Labs (OWLs)

Some history of the Purdue OWL 

• 1976 Purdue Writing Lab

• Soon after: Paper-based resources 

physically mailed to users upon request

• Pre-WWW: digital material through 

GOPHER 

• 1994: Launching of On-line Writing Lab 

(first of its kind)

• 2005/06: Redesign and usability report
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1. On-line Writing Labs (OWLs)

What for?

• Originally: Support for long-distance 

learners in remote areas (USA, Canada,

Australia)

• Now: digitization of higher education, 

making possible

– Worldwide distribution of self-learning material

– Support material for on-line courses and locally 

provided workshops and seminars

– Support material for digital and one-on-one 

tutoring

https://www.wrilab2.eu/moodle/

1. On-line Writing Labs (OWLs)

What’s new for Web 2.0?

• OWLs provide the basis for e-learning 
and blended learning scenarios

• OWLs facilitate the needs of mobile 
learning:

– Overall structure quick and simple

– Formats usable for hand-held devices 
(mobile phones) on the spot

– Chunks of information quickly to digest

– Formats easy to download

– Quick access to on-line support
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1. On-line Writing Labs (OWLs)

How do we define it?

An OWL is a digital representation of a local writing 
community. It is set up to provide the means of 
this local writing community for an extended  
audience. Interactivity initiated by the OWL will 
contribute over time to the reshaping of itself with 
regard to the diverse needs of its current users. 
Through its users worldwide, an OWL becomes a 
digital learning space/“hub” where local writing 
communities can “dock to.” With that, an OWL 
may also contribute to the redefining of its original 
community of writers on a long-term basis. 

https://www.wrilab2.eu/moodle/

2. Need analysis for WRILAB 2

The participating universities of this EU 
project indicate the following needs:

• growing international student bodies 

• partially digital and mobile learners

• problems to transfer competences from L1 
to L2

• lack of efficiency as independent learners in 
the host environment 

• lack of familiarity with local host culture of 
higher education
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2. Need analysis for WRILAB 2

Therefore, WRILAB 2 aims to provide:

a) A space to interactively explore individual 
strengths and weaknesses in independent 
academic learning

b) Facilitation and guidance through clear 
structures and feedback by instructors and 
tutors 

c) A “hub” for L2 writers within a specifically 
defined cluster of languages (Czech, 
Slovenian, German, Italian)

https://www.wrilab2.eu/moodle/

2. Need analysis for WRILAB 2

Why do we need an OWL for Czech, 

Slovenian, German, Italian?

• very little material for L2 writing in these 

languages

• writing is relegated to homework, no 

writing in class, no collaborative writing

• lack of writing courses for L2 students in 

university
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2. Need analysis for WRILAB 2

WRILAB 2 has the aim to address the needs of 
different user groups:

• students (high school and higher education) 
of the partner countries studying in one of 
these countries

• migrant students 

• high school teachers and university 
instructors

• employees in tourism, journalism, 
commerce, public administration

https://www.wrilab2.eu/moodle/

3. Conceptual overview

• Interactive language learning material 

with focus on writing skills

• On-line writing modules for different 

language proficiency levels

• On-line peer tandem and tutoring for L2 

writers

• Pedagogical framework and material for 

L2 writing instruction
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3. Conceptual overview

On-line writing courses consisting of:

• Genre-based instruction

• Task design supporting writing as a 

process and the needs of different types 

of writers/learners

• Facilitated peer feedback

• Additional material for independent 

learning

https://www.wrilab2.eu/moodle/

4. Progress report

• What have we achieved so far?

– Questionnaire

– Analysis of students’ compositions

– Development of 12 didactical units for each 
language (currently in progress)

• What lies still ahead?

– Testing and completing the didactical units

– Workshop for teachers

– Final conference and volume (November 
2016)
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4. Progress report

• Questionnaire:

• Writing attitudes, beliefs and 

experiences of future WRILAB2 

students

– 482 respondents (by March 2015)

– from 49 countries

14
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4. Progress report

• Attitudes towards writing

Do you find it difficult to write well in your 
mother tongue?

– Select to express what you think. From 0 "No, 
not at all" to 4 "Yes, a lot“

• Confidence in writing

How confident do you feel of ... ?

– Correctly spell all the words in a text, without 
making any error (accents, apostrophes, double 
consonants, etc.)

15
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4. Progress report

• Beliefs about writing

• You write better ...

– 1. ... with the help of your school mates

– 2. ... with the help of a dictionary

– 3. ... with the use of Internet

– 4. ... when you make many corrections and 
revisions

– 5. ... when you read and re-read while you are 
writing

– 6. ... when you revise as little as possible

16
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4. Progress report

• Learn to write texts

If you want to become a good writer ...

• Experiences with writing at school or 
university

Think about your experience with writing in 
your mother tongue. How often did you ... ?

• Writing strategies

Think about what you do when you’re 
planning to write in English. How often do 
you ...?
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4. Progress report

• Writing genres

Think about writing in your mother 

tongue. How important are the following 

genres for your future?

• Writing topics

What are the topics you are so much 

interested in that you would like to write 

about them?
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5. Preliminary results

• Some results of the questionnaire

– more confidence in writing in L1

– problems with writing in L2 related to

• grammar

• spelling

• vocabulary

• language transfer

– more confidence in writing in L2 related to

• coherence and cohesion

19
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5. Preliminary results

• Students

– give more importance to grammar and

vocabulary knowledge than genre

knowledge

– are less inclined to ask peers for help

– appreciate thorough feedback by teachers

– Genres that students consider important for

their future in L2

• CVs, formal requests, essays, reports, syntheses

20
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5. Preliminary results

• Some results of the analysis of

compositions

• only for German (Kuri & Doleschal)

– Grammar and spelling better than

– coherence and cohesion or structuring

– lack of connectors

– lack of text organizing devices, metatextuality

– lack of hierarchical organization of a topic

21
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5. Preliminary results

• Development of genre-based „didactical
units“

– based on the following principles:

• Task arrangements should be

– authentic and situated

– supportive towards different needs of learners

– focussed on the transfer of competences with
regard to future tasks

– linked to reflexive practice

22
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5. Preliminary results

• 12 units for each language

• each unit based on a genre

• contains

– description of the genre

– examples for good practice (with analysis)

– tasks for planning, writing and revising

– language resources

• one unit is online (Italian)
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5. Preliminary results

• https://www.wrilab2.eu
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6. Open questions

• Writing long texts or texts that require a 

lot of preparation?

• Feedback?

– Who?

– format

• How keep it alive after the end of the 

financing period?


